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Welcome to the first issue of Robert May’s Student News! In this issue you will find that 

a group of students have been working together to write features, interviews and 

coverage on events that have happened around school this Summer Term. We hope 

that you enjoy reading it! If you would like to get involved by contributing to future 

issues or joining the team, listen out for information about Robert May’s Student News 

in September.

Mrs Bennett and Miss Andrews
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Jubilee Jam

Earlier this term, a memorable tea 
party was held in honour of the 
Queen’s Platinum Jubilee. Up to 50 
people from the local care home 
were invited to dance and drink 
from 3-5pm, accompanied by 20 
wonderful students who 
volunteered their time. They 
prepared food and assisted our 
guests to ensure they had the best 
time possible. This delightful event 
was located within the canteen on 
the 25th of May. There was live 
entertainment from our volunteers, 
as well as sandwiches, cake and - 
most importantly - tea. 

Volunteers after the event have 
told us that there are advantages 
to events similar to this, such as: 
the opportunity to meet new 
people; improving your mental 
wellbeing; and there is often free 
cake! A year 7 student that went to 
the Jubilee Tea Party said, 
”especially with Covid and 
everything, for the elderly people, it 
was nice for them to get out 
because especially as they are in a 
care home, they didn’t get out as 
much in the pandemic to prevent 
them from being ill.            >> 



With the Jubilee Tea Party, it was 
nice for them to have some fun 
because there was lots of dancing, 
music they would like, plus cakes, 
tea and biscuits which they would 
also like.”

Volunteering for events like this can 
also give you the advantage of filling 
some of the requirements for the 
Duke of Edinburgh Award!

Jessica Jones, Year 7 



The sliced moon looked bumpy and 
bright upon the horizon of the ruby 
boundaries that sat superior to the 
rolling meadows. Directly above, the 
blood sky dissolved into the inky 
blackness of the night, spattered with 
stars like paint on a canvas. Thin clouds 
weaved and stretched across the 
different world overhead, seemingly 
reaching out their long arms to block 
the moonlight from touching the paved 
stone boulevard in front of me. Grassy 
slopes and ploughed fields tightly 
bordered the road, as though they 
threatened to launch themselves in 
front of the scarce traffic. Splintered 
and broken planks - rain weathered and 
dreary - stood delicately in a pathetic 
attempt to create a fence; moss and a 
variation of fungi now inhabited the 
dark lumber.

Small gravel twisted and crunched 
rhythmically beneath my muddy 
trainers; I had taken a path beginning 
from a rusty iron gate built into the 
spruce picket fence. Dips and potholes 
filled with murky rainwater featured 
commonly, leaving a little path left to 
stroll on. As the sky grew darker and the 
air became lighter and full with the 
waves of a chilly breeze, I slowly 
approached the shadowed forest line. 
As I reached the towering red cedar 
trees with lush evergreen branches, the 
cold and refreshing smell of heavy pine 
and sawdust was welcoming. I checked 
the time - 8:46 PM - it was quite dark 
for a midsummer night. As I carried on 
through the parting of the trees on the 
stony trail, I closed my eyes and tasted 
fresh air on my tongue.

Millie Lovell, Year 9

A Midsummer Night



Odiham Community 
Award

For all of this work and 
commitment over the last year, 
Emily has been awarded an 
Odiham Community Award, an 
award given out each year to 
people who have given up time 
and effort to help the 
community, through various 
different ways.
Emily had already had previous 
experience helping with charity 
work from before she started 
putting the profits towards 
improving the school but, as she 
put it in our interview, “Robert 
May’s have given us quite a bit, 
it felt right to try and give back.” 
The profits went to various 
different places picked by 
students to improve the school 
facilities. One of the most 
common requests was the 
implementation of additional 
benches around the school, 
which have since been bought 
and put in place with the money 
raised. She was nominated for 
the award early this year by Mr 
Mason for, among other things, 
her commitment and also her 
consideration in working for 
something that she won’t be 
able to appreciate herself since, 
again, she has already left the 
school along with the rest of 
Year 11.  >>

After working on and off mostly from 
September to Christmas, Emily 
Buckley-Hammond, a student who recently left 
the school at the end of Year 11, was busy 
raising money to help support the school. Emily 
began thinking about giving support to the 
school in the summer of 2021 - her Year 10 - 
and began to act the following year. This 
included several more major events including 
the Odiham extravaganza which raised about 
£300 and the Village Connect trail which raised 
a staggering £900, as well as a book swap visit, 
among other pieces of charity work throughout 
the year. 



Emily described receiving the email telling her that she had won the award as “a 
complete surprise - I was actually self-isolating at the time with Covid, so yeah, it 
was completely unexpected!” She won the Odiham Community ‘youth’ prize, 
meaning that it could be given only to someone under the age of 25 and it was, in 
fact, the first one given out - ever! 
When asked how people reacted to her being given the award, she responded that 
they were “very proud, especially close friends and family, also surprised because of 
my age.”
The awards were given on the 5th of June, a Sunday, as part of the Odiham Jubilee 
celebration. Emily described the awards ceremony as “an honour, it was quite a large 
event - and there was a great community feeling, there must’ve been about 1000 
people, probably.”
As well as Emily, three other people were given similar awards, each presented by 
local MP, Ranil Jayawardena. A photo of Emily being given her award by Ranil can be 
found on the previous page. The award now hangs on her wall, a reminder of this 
amazing achievement!
To finish our interview, I asked what Emily would like other people to take away from 
her receiving this award. She said: “If anything, I want people to know that you can 
make a difference, no matter how big or small. You don’t need some sort of 
‘superpower’, just the commitment and will to do it. Anything can make a noticeable 
difference.”

Kieran Morris, Year 9



Interviewer: “When did you realise 
you wanted to be a teacher?”

Mrs Mitchell: “That’s a really good 
question, it all started when I finished 
my degree in English and Masters in 
Politics at Cambridge, once I had 
finished I saw an ad for a teaching 
position at a bus stop. When I saw it I 
thought to myself that I do get along 
well with people, So that's how I 
decided to become a teacher.” 

Interviewer: “Did you have anyone 
who inspired you to follow this path?”
 
Mrs Mitchell replied that she did have 
a person who inspired her and that 
was “Mrs Griffett.'' She was described 
as “quite a character” and Mrs 
Mitchell said that everybody was 
terrified of her as she shouted at 
students. Despite all this she took an 
interest in our Headteacher, and said 
that Mrs Mitchell had a good work 
ethic. 

Interviewer: “Why did you decide to 
teach an English class despite being 
the head of the school?”

Mrs Mitchell: “As I am an English 
teacher and that is my speciality and 
so I believe that it is really important 
that we teach because we are 
Headteachers and even though I 
have lots of other jobs to maintain 
the school standards, teaching is 
what it is all about. I also believe it is 
really important that we have a 
connection with the students.”
Mrs Mitchell also added that because 
over 300 years this school has been 
on a journey, in future she would like 
the school to convert to being carbon 
neutral. 

Lastly, we asked our Head what her 
favourite book/author is, and she 
explained that, due to the fact that 
she had a Shakespeare themed 
wedding, Shakespeare is by far her 
favourite. 

Year 7 students

In Conversation with 
Mrs Mitchell, 
Headteacher of 
Robert May’s School



Pride
Last month was Pride month. Pride is 
a chance for people all around the 
globe to get together and celebrate 
who we are. If you’re straight, gay, 
bisexual, transgender, non-binary or 
straight up just want to go, it’s fun 
for everyone. My first Pride event 
was this year and it was amazing - 
there were so many supportive 
people there. It was a great 
experience from stalls selling flags to 
funhouses and rides. It was amazing.

Being gay was legal and accepted up 
until the Middle Ages. After that, 
people adopted more homophobic 
religious views. Although some 
religious groups now are LGBTQ+ 
friendly, they definitely weren't back 
then and things only got worse in 
the Renaissance. A trans black 
woman named Marsha P. Johnson is 
credited for leading the Stonewall 
uprising, a series of protests against 
police who raided a gay club called 
the Stonewall Inn in New York City on 
June 28, 1969. The first Pride march 
was proposed in New York City on 
November 2, 1969 by Craig Rodwell, 
his partner Fred Sargeant, Ellen 
Broidy, and Linda Rhodes. In fact, 
this year is the 50th anniversary of 
Pride.                   

Today we still have a long way to go 
as being LGBTQ+ is still illegal in 69 
countries and is punishable by death 
in 11.

If you are LGBTQ+ or an ally, you can 
come to Rainbow Group in L2 at 
lunchtimes on a Thursday. If you 
need further support outside of 
school, there is also an organisation 
called Breakout Youth in Basingstoke 
which holds a weekly Youth Group 
for 11-25 year olds and can provide 
1-2-1 support.

Year 8 student and Katie Blackburn



Welcoming our Ukrainian 
Students

Hello everyone! You've probably noticed or heard a stampede of students walking 
around school speaking a different language. Well, I am happy to say that we have 
welcomed a bunch of new students from Ukraine. So far altogether there are 10 
lovely students across all years who have joined our Robert May’s community, and 
there should be several more joining us in September. I'm sure you have all been 
very friendly and welcoming to each student as they join your tutor groups and 
classes and I thank you you for helping them in such a difficult time, especially when 
we are all nearing the end of term, 

I have noticed that each Ukrainian student feels very comfortable and happy and 
they have made lots of friends so to help them even more as they adjust to this 
different environment, I would like to offer some tips:

1. Learning a few words in Ukrainian or Russian would be amazing as I’m sure the 
surprise of hearing their own language from English speaking students would 
put a smile on their face. Plus, they are trying to learn English so even the 
slightest mirrored effort would be really appreciated. A few easy words and 
phrases to learn would be: hello - привет [Privyet], goodbye - пока [Paka], 
how are you? как дела? [ kak dela], please - пожалуйста [pozhaluysta] and 
thank you - спасибо [spasibo]

2. Just give them a smile and if you can during lessons, or if they are struggling, 
maybe offer them help. I'm sure they would really love that.

3. The boys enjoy football and basketball so including them during PE or 
whenever there is partner or group work would make them feel very included. 
Wouldn't it be cool to make some foreign friends?

Although the main barrier between us and the new students is the language barrier, 
we can use other ways to show how much of a brilliant community we are by 
learning a little about their culture and being friendly and welcoming to the 
students. I’m sure that school will soon become a place they look forward to coming 
to and could let them to feel some normality during a very hard time. 

Sasha Saayman, Year 11 student



We chose to ask Mrs Hills, Head of Year 7 
and Music teacher, her thoughts on 
Robert May’s School: the difficulties, the 
highlights and so forth.

“I’ve loved being Head of Year 7, I have 
found it very scary sometimes”, Mrs Hills 
says, explaining further about how 
nervous she is in assemblies with so 
many people watching her. “I would 
happily stand up and sing assemblies 
because I’m a Music teacher and that is 
my instrument.”

She then spoke briefly on her thoughts 
of the issue of social media at Robert 
May’s, explaining how much she 
despises “the fact that people say 
things on social media that they are too 
scared to say to people’s faces”, in 
reference to fake accounts.

Ending it on a positive note for the future of Robert May’s School, Mrs Hills said 
“Be kind to everyone, no fighting. Everyone to become the best possible person 
they could be.”

Year 7 students

In Conversation with Mrs Hills, 
Head of Year 7 and Music teacher



Leavers’ Ball
23/06/2022

Prom… a wonderful way to end our Robert May’s journey from 2017-2022.

It seems crazy to think that when we joined in 2017, Brexit talks were just 
beginning! Since then, we have battled our way through COVID and have seen 
many changes to the school - including seeing the new Invictus building being 
built.

Year 11 was a whirlwind (until the last 6 weeks of exams!) so being rewarded 
with an evening of memories was a great way to end our RMS adventure. 
Everyone had made such an effort, and not just on their appearance. Year 11s 
were arriving in style in a range of vehicles such as limousines, tractors and 
much, much more (I’m surprised no-one turned up in a helicopter)!

Lots of laughter could be heard throughout the evening, coming from people 
dancing or people dressing up in hilarious outfits in the photo booth. 
Thousands of photos were taken and it was a brilliant way to celebrate not just 
the end of GCSEs, but the end of our time at Robert May’s School.

Emily Buckley-Hammond, Year 11

Summer Term Events



Sports Day
08/07/2022

Sports Day held an charged atmosphere: the competitive spirit was evident. The five 
houses created a good community feel, which was a firm foundation for competing 
throughout the day. Each sportsperson gave their all and did exceptionally well in 
the heat of the day. Congratulations to the winners and well done to all who took 
part!

As helpers, we were given clear instructions and were able to contribute to the 
smooth running of the events during the day. We worked together to keep the events 
organised and running on time. I myself enjoy athletics and therefore enjoyed 
helping out with this event. 

Sport builds character: It teaches you to persevere, to push yourself, to commit and 
improve. I hope that this event has inspired some of you to become lifelong athletes!

Quinn Barker, Year 11



Founders Day Presentation Evening 
07/07/2022

On a warm Thursday night, we celebrated the amazing achievements of 
students across our school. It was wonderful to see the new group of Head 
Prefects and to hand the torch over to them. I'm so excited to see how they 
improve Robert May’s School over the next year and I wish them good luck in 
everything that they do. Our acapella group performed amazingly, perfectly 
showcasing the incredible talent spread throughout the school and the 
hilarious performance of Charlie and the Chocolate Factory by the drama 
group set that in stone! From Years 7 to 10, we got to see the students that 
stand out in each subject; a glimpse into the effort they put into their school 
work, showing the hard work and dedication throughout their time at Robert 
May’s School.

We also got to hear about the amazing work Emily Buckley-Hammond has 
devoted to the community around us and how Sasha Saayman has supported 
our students from Ukraine, helping them to feel welcome at our school. Being 
such a large school, it’s rare to see so many year groups come together, so it 
was lovely to see so many different students making the school proud.

I also want to thank the teachers 
that put so much effort into this 
awards evening; discussing their 
pride for students and all that they 
do. All students that received 
awards should be so pleased with 
themselves and wear their badges 
with pride. Well done!

Molly Maidment, Year 11



Summer Concert  
On the 4th of July,  the prefects were proud to be part of the Summer Concert that 
ran in honour of Naomi House. It is an extraordinary charity in Basingstoke that 
provides young people with respite care for life threatening illnesses, as well as 
providing family support. We are so lucky as a school to have been able to work 
closely with them for so many years and were eager to continue with this tradition by 
holding a concert in order to raise money. It was an amazing night filled with great 
music, cake and drinks. So many students, staff and parents got involved to help at 
the event. Whether they were serving, performing or baking, they all acted as an 
integral part to the success of the evening. The amount of talent was overwhelming 
as there were so many proud and enthusiastic performers, eager to show off their 
talents and give us all an evening to remember. There were performances from the 
school band, the acapella group, piano and violin players, singers and an endless list 
of others to fill the evening. We especially can't forget a fan favourite: The Manic 
Street Teachers who closed off the night with some extraordinary songs and musical 
talents! Everyone had so much fun watching the concert and it was a great night for 
a great cause - we’re already counting down to the next one!

Caitlin Ashwood, Year 11

From a tech point of view, the summer 
concert was a memorable and fun 
experience. The set up consisted of four 
microphones, four upper speakers and 
two lower ground speakers. All of the 
performances were incredible and each 
unique with different requirements and a 
different experience with everyone. The 
teachers' band really stood out to me 
with their own amplifiers and an 
incredibly loud performance. I 
thoroughly enjoyed all of it and hope 
there are more events like this in the 
near future.

Jessica Jones, Year 7 



Murder Most Unladylike is a thrilling adventure of murder and 
mystery that is certainly not ladylike. This book is jam packed 

with betrayal, lost friendships and moments that will make your 
heart stop.

Good Omens is absolutely hilarious. With the end of the world 
brings war between the strongest forces of heaven and hell, 
proving to be much more inconvenient than expected for a 
couple of its soldiers, who have grown to quite like humanity 
and would prefer it actually not to end. It’s a book great for 
people who love ridiculous storylines that somehow still make 
sense and has a storyline so unique that you’ll never read 
anything like it again! If you are one of those people then this is 
definitely a must read!

Student Recommended Reads

This book takes you on Arty’s journey where she discovers a 
world completely different to her own. This intriguing story gives 
you a completely different perspective on life and I would 
thoroughly recommend it to all those wishing for an adventure.

I was pleasantly surprised to have really enjoyed I am Malala! 
The autobiography follows Malala’s life from before she was 

attacked to far later. As well as showing some insight into her 
life, the book also shows who her family are and her friends too! 

An absolutely lovely book!

I really enjoyed reading this book. Set in a futuristic world 
where nature has gone wild and humans hide from disease. 
Bear and Juniper, siblings who have never forgotten their 
home, escape their city cage and make their way through the 
wild on their journey home. It is a beautifully written and very 
insightful book on nature and what destruction can lead to.



Sweet Scones

Ingredients:
❏ 225g self-raising flour 

white or wholemeal                                                                 
❏ 1 tsp baking powder
❏ 50g hard butter
❏ 150ml milk

Recipe:
● Preheat the oven to Gas number 6/ 200℃.
● Grease a baking tray.
● Sieve the flour and baking powder into a large bowl.
● Cut up the butter into small pieces and add into the bowl. Using 

fingertips rub the butter and flour together until you get a breadcrumb 
texture.

● Add any flavourings (fruit, savoury stuff etc.) and then add the sugar.
● Gradually add the milk into the dry ingredients mix till a ball of dough.
● Roll the dough until 2cm thick and split into 8 even sizes.
● Place on tray and paint with some milk.
● Bake for 15-20 mins for large scones or 8-10 mins for smaller ones 

cooked till gold brown.

Grace Ive, Year 7



Every 
accomplishment 

starts with a decision 
to TRY

Evie Lawrence, Year 7

Feel Good Fun!



The English Department’s 
Pawsome Pets 

Guess the Teacher’s Pet!

Match the following teachers to the numbers:  Miss Andrews, Mrs Bennett, Mrs Chaplin, 
Mrs Eastlake, Mr Heaton, Mrs Parke, Miss Taylor-Jones, Mrs Trumble, Miss White.

Answers in the next edition!

1 2 3

4 5 6

7 8 9


