
	Parent	Bulletin	
 4th February 2022 

	Click		here		to	read	about	Mr	Maliphant	

http://www.rmays.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/TEAM-GB-Teachers-Mr-Maliphant.pdf


 Dear Parent/Carer, 
 Thank  you  for  the  responses  so  far  to  the  consultation  on  the  changes  we  are  proposing  to  the  school  day. 
 Although the window has yet to close, I want to address some of the question threads that have come up so far: 

	Why	is	the	School	looking	to	move	to	a	6	and	a	half	hour	day?	
 We  need  to  ensure  that  we  achieve  the  very  best  outcomes  for  our  young  people  and  we  believe  that  this  will 
 support  us  with  this.  Further,  the  Education  Secretary  has  said  the  following: 	“The		average		school		day		now		is		6.5	
	hours		and		I		would		like		to		see		everybody		move		towards		that		average.”	 As  a  state  funded  school,  we  do  need  to 
 work  in  line  with  Government  expectations.  The  diagram  below  outlines  the  average  length  of  school  days. 
 Robert  May’s  is  currently  in  the  bottom  2%  of  schools  in  terms  of  the  length  of  its  day.  The  expectation  from  the 
 DfE is clear that we must work in line with the 6.5 hour length. 

 The  proposal  to  extend  the  day  until  2.50pm  for  Key  Stage  3  and  2.55pm  for  Key  stage  4  is  still  a  much  earlier  �inish 
 than most secondary schools. 

	Are	you	planning	to	change	the	length	of	lunch?	
 At  the  moment  we  are  not  wanting  to  make  a  change  to  lunch  time  lengths.  Splitting  the  lunch  time  means  that 
 the  children  have  more  opportunity  to  socialise  (e.g.  with  fewer  people  in  the  dining  hall  they  can  all  �ind  a  seat 
 to  sit  at).  By  putting  the  tutor  time  in  the  middle  of  the  day  it  means  that  all  students  not  on  lunch  will  be  in  a 
 classroom.  This  frees  up  outside  space  so  students  will  have  more  opportunities  to  use  the  pitches  and  tennis 
 courts.  We  have  also  stopped  students  eating  on  the  courts  so  that  students  who  want  to  play  games  can  do  so 
 freely and safely. 

	Is	the	proposed	day	adding	any	time	to	lessons?	
 Yes  -  in  the  proposal,  each  lesson  will  increase  by  5  mins.  Although  this  may  not  seem  a  lot,  this  can  have  an 
 impact  on  how  well  a  class  teacher  can  deliver  the  material  and  gives  more  time  for  extended  writing  to  take 
 place. 

	What	will	happen	in	the	morning	and	afternoon	tutor	sessions?	
 We  aim  to  have  a  focused  session  running  each  day.  The  morning  tutor  time  will  be  a  ‘Ready  to  Learn’  session. 
 During  this  time,  tutors  will  ensure  that  students  have  all  the  equipment  they  need  to  make  a  good  start  to  the 
 day.  The  middle  of  the  day  sessions  (character)  will  have  a  structured  programme  which  will  include:  reading, 
 current  affairs,  well-being,  metacognition  (study  skills).  Heads  of  Year  will  also  be  able  to  catch  up  with  any 
 students  during  this  time  who  have  had  a  challenging  day.  This  middle  of  the  day  session  will  mean  that  tutors 
 can support students to be ready to learn for the afternoon lessons which will positively impact on their learning. 

 Rea Mitchell 
 Headteacher 

	Follow	us	on:	 	RMS	Facebook	 	rmays_school	 	rmays_school	

https://www.facebook.com/Robert-Mays-School-511188409255811
https://www.instagram.com/rmays_school/
https://twitter.com/rmays_school


	IMPORTANT	INFORMATION	
 ●  Further  to  the  letter  sent  home  to  Parents/Carers  on  the  school  day  consultation  we  would  be  grateful  for 

 feedback via the following form: click  here  (completion by 11th February 2022).  Many thanks. 
 ●  Please �ind a link to the approved term dates for 2022 - 2023: click  here  . 
 ●  Please �ind a letter for Parents/Carers from the DfE about apprenticeships; click  here  . 

	FORTHCOMING	EVENTS	
 ●  Extra Curricular Clubs/Activities 	Spring	Term	2022	 ; click  here  to the schedule 
 ●  Please  �ind  the  sports  �ixtures  for  w/c  7th  February  along  with  Player  of  the  Match  from  recent  �ixtures 

 click  here 
 ●  Year 11 PPETs 23rd March - 1st April 2022 - click  here  for the schedule shared with Year 11 students 
 ●  Year  11 	provisional	 GCSE  and  Cambridge  National  exam  timetable  for  Summer  2022.  Speci�ic  start  times  for 

 the exams and any exam clash will be provided at a later date. Click  here 

	Thoughts	for	the	week		:		Respecting	diversity:	LGBT		History	Month	

	Word	of	the	we		ek	 : 	Benevolent	 - well meaning and kindly.  From the Latin ‘bene’ (well) and ‘velle’ (wishing) 

	Book	of	the	week:		Defy	the	Night		by	Brigid	Kemmerer	

	BEYOND	LIMITS	
 Following  on  from  our  recent  weekly  feature  celebrating  our  'Team  GB  Teachers'  achievements,  we  are  keen  to 
 hear about students who have achievements of their own to share, sporting or otherwise! 

 Whether  your  child  is  a  quiz  team  champion,  a  musician,  actor,  artist,  gymnast,  swimmer,  or  plays  on  a  sports 
 team...  or  if  they  do  something  in  their  spare  time  which  they  have  achieved  something  they  are  proud  to  share, 
 please  send  any  photos  to  wendy.trimmer@rmays.com  with  the  subject  header  ' 	Beyond		Limits	 ',  along  with  a 
 brief pro�ile including: 
	Name	
	Reg	group	
	Activity	
	Level	competed	/	achievements	
	and	a	brief	background	of	how/when	you	started	

	Please		ensure		you		have		given		the		relevant		permissions/consent		to		use		any		photos		supplied		on		our		Parent	
	Bulletin	and	social	media	channels.	
	Miss	Trimmer	

	LANGUAGES	DEPARTMENT	
 Calling  all  Parents  and  Carers!  We  are  keen  to  hear  about  any  languages  in  your  life,  whether  they  were  learnt  at 
 school, or they are spoken at home or at work. 
 Please could you �ill out this quick survey for the Languages Department. We would be very grateful. 
 https://forms.gle/Gjv7V8RRFpFyD36D8 
 Thank you in advance, 
	Mrs	Abrahams	and	the	Languages	Team	

	LIBRARY	NEWS	
 Please  click  here  for  an  update  from 	Mrs		Bennett,		Library		Manager	 .  This  includes  information  on  the  successful 
 Harry Potter Book Night and Student Book Groups. 

https://forms.gle/bwVx4LwZznUpSryX9
http://www.rmays.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/TERM-DATES-FOR-2022-2023.pdf
http://www.rmays.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/DfE-Skills-Minister-letter-to-parents-and-carers-re-apprenticeships-Feb7-2022.pdf
http://www.rmays.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/Clubs-and-After-School-Activities-Spring-2022-2.pdf
http://www.rmays.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/SPORTS-FIXTURES-w_c-7th-February-2022.pdf
http://www.rmays.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/Year-11-PPETS-Timetable-March-2022.pdf
http://www.rmays.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/Provisional-GCSE-Timetable-Summer-2022-AM-PM.pdf
https://forms.gle/Gjv7V8RRFpFyD36D8
http://www.rmays.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/Library-News-4th-February-2022.pdf


	PARENT	TEACHER	FRIENDS’	ASSOCIATION	(PTFA)	UPDATE	
 Please  click  here  to  �ind  out  how  you  can  support  your  PTFA.  There  are  many  ways  you  can  support  either  by 
 helping  in  person  (either  with  the  uniform  or  more  general  event  fundraising)  or  by  shopping  or  signing  up  to  a 
 lottery or raf�le. 

 Click  here  to �ind the update about the 	PTFA	Uniform		Service	 . 

	JUNIOR	BAKE	OFF	

 Is  your  child  in  Year  7/8  a  budding  baker?  The  Junior  Bake  Off  team  are  keen  to  receive 
 applications;  closing  date  13th  March  2022.  Interested  bakers  can  apply  online  at 
 www.applyforjuniorbakeoff.co.uk  or  for  further  enquiries  contact: 
 applyforjuniorbakeoff@loveproductions.co.uk 

http://www.rmays.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/PTFA-21st-January-2022.pdf
http://www.rmays.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/PTFA-Uniform-Update-7th-January-2022.pdf
http://www.applyforjuniorbakeoff.co.uk/
mailto:applyforjuniorbakeoff@loveproductions.co.uk

