
	Parent	Bulletin	
 8th July 2022 



 Dear Parent/Carer, 

 This week we celebrated our Founder, Robert May with an incredibly busy week of activities: 

 On  Monday,  we  had  an  evening  of  live  perform  ances  showcasing  our  talented  students  -  not  to  mention  our  very 
 talented  staff  members.  (Click  here  to  read  more.  There  was  a  moment  at  the  end  of  the  evening  where  all  of  our 
 students  were  dancing  behind  the  ‘Manic  Street  Teachers’  who  were  leading  the  audience  in  a  rendition  of  ‘Sweet 
 Child of Mine’. This is a moment I will carry with me forever! 

 Then  on  Wednesday,  some  of  our  Year  7s  went  off  to  Boulogne.  Despite  the  early  start,  it  was  a  fantastic  day  -  and 
 how  nice  to  have  international  trips  running  again.  There  will  be  lots  of  opportunities  in  the  future  for  students 
 to get a place on trips. 

 On  Thursday  we  took  Year  7  and  our  troupe  of  actors  and  musicians  off  up  to  All  Saints’  Church  in  Odiham.  The 
 students  gathered  round  the  tomb  of  Robert  May  and  heard  about  how  his  act  of  goodwill  set  in  motion  a  school 
 that  has  gone  on  to  serve  this  community  for  over  300  years.  Inside  the  Church,  we  entered  to  the  sounds  of  the 
 talented  Oliver  Mills  on  the  piano,  we  listened  to  singing  from  our  acapella  group,  readings  from  our  Head 
 Prefects,  a  wonderful  solo  from  Caitlin  Collins,  a  guitar  solo  from  David  McArthur,  a  performance  of  Charlie  and 
 the  Chocolate  Factory  and  music  from  our  School  Band.  We  also  heard  from  individuals  in  Year  7  who  re�lected 
 on  their  year.  Overwhelmingly,  the  main  themes  were:  making  friends,  trying  new  things  and  having 
 opportunities beyond the classroom. 

 In  the  evening,  we  had  our  inaugural  Founder’s  Day  Prize  Giving  ceremony.  Surrounded  by  artwork  from  our 
 students,  we  heard  of  the  achievements  of  the  Britannia  Red  F1  team,  were  treated  to  performances  from  Music 
 and  Drama,  celebrated  students  for  effort  and  achievement  and  said  thank  you  to  those  children  who  are  making 
 a difference to our school and local community. 

 Finally,  on  Friday,  we  had  our  �irst  inter-House  Sports  Day.  This  �inished  off  a  week  of  inter-House  sports 
 competitions.  The  students  cheered  on  their  Houses  and  witnessed  some  of  our  sporting  superstars.  At  time  of 
 writing, I don’t know who has won - keep an eye on our social media platforms to hear more. 

 It  certainly  was  a  busy  week  but  I  want  to  pause  to  thank  those  who  work  so  hard  to  give  the  students  the  ability 
 to  showcase  their  talents.  Not  just  this  week,  but  every  week.  I  want  to  thank  the  catering  and  business  services 
 team  who  work  tirelessly  for  the  bene�it  of  our  community.  The  site  team  who  make  sure  we  have  a  school  we 
 can  be  proud  of.  IT  support  who  work  so  hard  to  get  all  our  tech  working  (and  always  do  so  with  a  smile).  The 
 Learning  Support  Assistants  who  are  the  ones  ‘keeping  an  eye  out’  -  checking  that  everything  is  ok  with  your 
 children.  The  Form  Tutors  and  Heads  of  Years  who  work  with  the  children  to  foster  a  sense  of  belonging;  the 
 classroom teacher who has high aspirations, who recognises their strengths and challenges them to do better. 

 It’s been a busy Founder’s week - but so rewarding. Next year? Bigger and better! 

 Rea Mitchell 
 Headteacher 

	Follow	us	on:	 	RMS	Facebook	 	rmays_school	 	rmays_school	

	INFORMATION	
 ●  Extra Curricular Clubs/Activities 	Summer	Term	2022	 ;  click  here  to the schedule (from 25th April 2022) 
 ●  Please �ind the school menus for this term from our catering provider:  Menus Summer Term 2022 
 ●  Click  here  to book on one of the next ‘Weekly HT Open Door Surgery’ appointments.  The next available slot 

 is on Friday 8th July. 
 ●  Please  �ind  the  sports  �ixtures  for  w/c  11th  July  along  with  Player  of  the  Match  from  recent  �ixtures;  click 

 here 

	UPCOMING	EVENTS	
 ●  K9 Deployment will be visiting RMS on Thursday 14th July; click  here  for more information. 

https://www.rmays.org/149/news/post/55/summer-concert-4th-july-1
https://www.facebook.com/Robert-Mays-School-511188409255811
https://www.instagram.com/rmays_school/
https://twitter.com/rmays_school
https://robertmay.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/Clubs-and-After-School-Activities-Summer-Term-2022-Clubs.pdf?t=1653477692?ts=1653643641
https://robertmay.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/Secondary-Spring-Summer-Lunch-Menus-dated-2ndMay-onwards.pdf?t=1651738462?ts=1653399383
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/u/0/selfsched?sstoken=UUNuTjdwUDVqRGF3fGRlZmF1bHR8ZTNiMDU1OTNlYWRiZmNhMDNmYzI2NDJkY2Y3NzY1MDU
https://robertmay.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/SPORTS-FIXTURES-wc-11th-July-2022.pdf?ts=1657267227802
https://robertmay.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/K9-Deployment-Letter-to-parents-June-2022.pdf?ts=1656592996748


	Thought	for	the	week		:		Re�lections	of	the	Year	

	Word		of		the		Week:		Compatible	 -  meaning  that  two  things  can  coexist  without  problems  or  con�lict.  Related 
 in  Latin  to  the  word  compassion.  ‘Com’  gives  us  ‘together’,  ‘pati’  gives  us  ‘suffer’,  so  compatible  things  will 
 literally  ‘suffer  along  together’.  Showing  compassion  similarly  means  sharing  and  showing  sympathy  towards 
 someone’s suffering. 

	Book	of	the	week		:		The	Enigma	Game		by	Elizabeth	Wein	

 42 year reunion for the class of 3R who �inished their 5th form in 1980 

	ATTENDANCE	
 We  would  like  to  inform  you  of  a  small  change  to  our  procedures  for  reporting  your  child’s  absence  from 
 September 2022. 

 We  will  no  longer  be  offering  a  dedicated  absence  phone  line  so  we  would  kindly  request  that  you  send  an  email 
 to  attendance@rmays.com  by 8.00 am each morning should  your child be unable to attend school. 

 The  Attendance  Fact  Sheet  that  was  issued  recently  has  been  updated  to  re�lect  this  change  and  can  be  found 
 here  on our website. 

 We  will  also  be  launching  a  web  based  platform  called  Edulink  One.  This  will  have  many  features  that  you  will  be 
 able  to  access  via  an  App.  There  will  be  an  option  for  reporting  absences  as  part  of  this  new  system  and  further 
 information on this will follow later this term. 

	COVID	UPDATE	
 The  Government  withdrew  Covid-19  school  guidance  in  May  2022.  The  emphasis  now  is  on  individuals  making 
 choices  and  there  is  no  set  isolation  period.  If  your  child  is  unwell,  please  see  the  guidance  here  and  the  extract 
 copied below: 

	“Children	 	and	 	young	 	people	 	who	 	are	 	unwell	 	and	 	have	 	a	 	high	 	temperature	 	should	 	stay	 	at	 	home	 	and	 	avoid	
	contact	 	with	 	other	 	people,	 	where	 	they	 	can.	 	They	 	can	 	go	 	back	 	to	 	school,	 	college	 	or	 	childcare,	 	and	 	resume	
	normal	activities	when	they	no	longer	have	a	high	temperature	and	they	are	well	enough	to	attend.”	

https://robertmay.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/Parent-factsheet-for-Attendance.pdf?t=1652358263?ts=1652358263
https://robertmay.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/Parent-factsheet-for-Attendance.pdf?t=1657013573?ts=1657269850
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/people-with-symptoms-of-a-respiratory-infection-including-covid-19


	THE	DIANA	AWARD	MENTORING	PROGRAMME	
 Please click  here  to read about online mentoring support sessions for your child; please share 
 this with them. 

	LENOVO	VISIT	-	YEAR	9	
 Click  here  to read about a visit to the technology company 
 Lenovo in Basingstoke this week. 

	LIBRARY	UPDATE	
 Please click  here  to read about the summer reading 
 challenge and the Library Art & Craft Competition. 
	Mrs	Bennett	

	CATERING	
 Have  you  checked  whether  your  child  has  suf�icient  funds 
 to purchase food at break times? 
 Parents/Carers  are  reminded  to  top  up  their  child’s  lunch 
 accounts  if  they  would  like  their  child  to  be  able  to 
 purchase  items  at  break  times.  Please  note,  the  kitchen  is 
 unable to provide food where there are insuf�icient funds. 

	LOST	PROPERTY	UPDATE	
 To check our latest list of unnamed lost property items 
 click  here  . 

	PARENT	TEACHER	FRIENDS’	ASSOCIATION	(PTFA)	
 Please  click  here  to  �ind  out  how  you  can  support  your  PTFA.  There  are  many  ways  you  can  support  either  by 
 helping  in  person  (either  with  the  uniform  or  more  general  event  fundraising)  or  by  shopping  or  signing  up  to  a 
 lottery or raf�le. 

 Click  here  to �ind the update about the 	PTFA	Uniform		Service	 .  Please note the following headline points: 

 ●  All uniform orders for the Autumn term including Year 10 students ordering Black Jumpers and Ties must 
 place orders by 	10th	July	2022	 to ensure collection  before the end of term.   Please can your child collect 
 their order as soon as possible following receipt of your con�irmation email. 

 ●  We are very keen for any donations of ‘pre-loved’ RMS logo uniform to sell at our Second Hand Uniform 
 sales.  All proceeds are donated back to the school for the enrichment of students' learning. 

	PARKING	
 Our  local  residents  have  asked  that  we  contact  you  to  remind  you  to  park  appropriately  in  the  school  vicinity. 
 Please  do  not  park  in  the  bus  stop  outside  the  school  gates;  this  prevents  the  bus  parking  in  its  designated  space 
 and  it  has  to  block  the  road  to  allow  passengers  to  disembark/embark.  Please  also  park  sensitively  in  the  local 
 roads.  Your help is much appreciated. 

	SAFEGUARDING	
	Stay	Safe	Parent/Carer	Workshop	
 Thank  you  to  those  parents  and  carers  of  Year  9  and  Year  10  students 
 who  attended  the  Stay  Safe  Workshop  on  Wednesday  night.  The 
 workshop  was  led  by  Challenge  Academy  who  were  the  company  who 

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0?ui=2&ik=9113a3976b&attid=0.1&permmsgid=msg-f:1737627035900408288&th=181d4a9532f571e0&view=fimg&fur=ip&sz=s0-l75-ft&attbid=ANGjdJ-NYFIx8XseWjFM0Er7lYdd7feYqNpnWPpFtHHsbaClDZi3A-kmj9UMHS2QmZPv0RrJEW2_gl19ve6XELtj3Mcwrrv3ovubfu6vyheaAjgihWoTUn2ye9np8qU&disp=emb&realattid=181d4a89ac38b1152e1
https://www.rmays.org/149/news/post/54/lenovo-visit-year-9
https://robertmay.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/Library-News-Parent-Bulletin-1st-July-2022.pdf?ts=1656673912782
https://docs.google.com/document/d/16fMM3wIMz2dywCMo55faH1FWtD3sMqEnMTtxpIPl-78/preview
https://www.rmays.org/107/ptfa-uniform
https://robertmay.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/PTFA-Uniform-Update-24th-June-2022.pdf?ts=1656065001619


 facilitated the Year 9 Stay Safe Days back in May in conjunction with Safer Hart. Click  here  to read more. 
 Please  look  out  for  invites  for  further  parental  workshops  such  as  this,  as  we  will  be  expanding  our  programme 
 of  these  next  year  and  those  parents  who  attended  reported  that  they  found  it  really  thought-provoking  and 
 helpful. 

	NATIONAL	ONLINE	SAFETY	GUIDES	
 This  week  the  National  Online  Safety  parent  guide  focuses  on  the  'Cunch-Line  Chronicles'  which  is  a  game  where 
 the  player  is  a  criminal  evading  the  Police  and  collecting  drugs.  The  concerns  around  the  game  are  due  to  the 
 genre and glamorisation of gang culture. Click  here  for more information. 

 For further parent guides on a variety of topics click  here  to sign up for free. 

	Safeguarding	Team	

	COMMUNITY	UPDATES:	

	ANNA	FREUD	-	SELF-CARE	SUMMER	
 Please  click  here  to  read  about  the  self  care  activities,  run  by  Anna  Freud,  National  Centre  for  Children  and 
 Families, which are taking place over the summer break. 

	BURYFIELDS	SUMMER	FAIR	-	WEST	FEST	
 Please  come  along  to  West  Fest  at  Bury�ields  on  Thursday  14th  July,  especially  any  ex  Mrs  West  pupils.  This  is  an 
 opportunity  to  celebrate  Mrs  West's  many  years  teaching  at  Bury�ields,  congratulate  her  on  retiring  and  have  a 
 really fun afternoon! Click  here  for more information. 

	DANZE	PHAZE	
 Some Robert May’s School students are performing in a show on Sunday 10th July at The Anvil. Further details 
 about the show can be found via this link:  https://www.anvilarts.org.uk/whats-on/event/dance-phaze 

	HAMPSHIRE	TEEN	PROJECT	
 Click  here  for  information  about  free  events  running  over  the  summer  holiday.  The  programme  runs  Monday  - 
 Thursday  for  4  weeks  starting  25th  July  2022.  This  will  allow  11-16  year  olds  the  opportunity  to  engage  in  a 
 range  of  exciting  activities  and  workshops.  The  Holiday’s  Activities  and  Food  (HAF)  Programme  provides 
 healthy food and enriching activities to young people and free places are available for those on free school meals. 
 Examples  of  our  previous  workshops  for  summer  have  included:  T-Shirt  Design,  Graf�iti  Art,  Self  Defence,  Robot 
 Creation and DJ-ing, just to name a few! 

	HARTLEY	WINTNEY	YOUTH	SUMMER	PROGRAMME	
 The  Hartley  Wintney  Parish  Council  are  running  a  variety  of  free  or  heavily  subsidised  events  for  the  younger 
 community; click  here  for more information. 

	RG27	ROCKS	
 Please click  here  to read about a fundraising event for the NHS by a Year 8 student, 
 Luca Hull. 

	SCARECROW	COMPETITION	
 The  Hook  In  Bloom  and  Hook  Allotments  Association  volunteers  would  like  to  build  on  the  successful  scarecrow 
 competition that took place last year.  Click  here  for more information. 

https://www.rmays.org/149/news/post/56/parents-carers-stay-safe-workshop
https://robertmay.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/Cunch-Line-Chronicles-safeguarding-poster.pdf?ts=1657266539257
https://nationalonlinesafety.com/enrol/robert-may-s-school
https://www.annafreud.org/media/16071/scs_secondaryposter.pdf
https://robertmay.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/West-Fest-Poster.pdf?ts=1656594842537
https://www.anvilarts.org.uk/whats-on/event/dance-phaze
https://robertmay.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/Hampshire-Summer-Teen-Project.pdf?ts=1656595284829
https://robertmay.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/Youth-Summer-Programme-2022.pdf?ts=1656595082162
https://robertmay.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/RG27rocks-flyer.png?ts=1657270285536
https://robertmay.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/ENTER-THE-GREAT-HOOK-SCARECROW-COMPETITION-2022.png?ts=1656593531158

