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 13th January 2023 



 Dear Parent/Carer 
 This  week,  I  want  to  address  the  news  stories  that  you  may  have  seen 
 regarding  Andrew  Tate.  For  parents  who  haven’t  heard  about  Andrew  Tate, 
 here is a link to a BBC article about him:  click here  . 
 We  have  known  about  the  issues  regarding  Andrew  Tate  for  some  time  and 
 have  weighed  up  the  pros  and  cons  of  addressing  this  with  the  children  as  we 
 were  concerned  that  it  might  create  unnecessary  publicity.  However,  now  that 
 he  has  been  so  central  in  the  headlines,  we  have  felt  the  need  to  talk  about  this 
 more openly. 

	Click	here	
	for	the	Calendar	
	&	term	dates	

 In  today’s  bulletin,  rather  than  focusing  on  Andrew  Tate  speci�ically,  I  want  to  talk  more  generally  about  how 
 easy  it  is  for  young  people  to  access  harmful  content  online.  In  our  ‘ 	At		Robert		May’s		We…’	 10  principles,  number 
 7  is  that  we:  ‘are  kind,  respectful  and  tolerant  to  each  other  in  all  our  words  and  actions.  Unfortunately, 
 students  are  exposed  to  viewpoints  via  social  media  that  are  anything  but  kind,  respectful  and  tolerant.  The 
 reality is: if a student has a phone, there is a good chance they are aware of Andrew Tate and others. 

 We have thought carefully, and taken advice, on how to manage this issue, which I want to share with you here: 

 1)  The  �irst  step  to  tackling  prejudice  is  to  educate.  For  most  students  this  will  be  through  assemblies,  the 
 Robert May’s Programme, time with their tutors and within curriculum content. 

 2)  Some  students  need  more  targeted  support.  Emily  Setty,  senior  lecturer  in  criminology  at  the  University 
 of  Surrey,  talks  about  a  ‘calling  them  in’  rather  than  ‘calling  them  out’  approach.  In  practice,  this  is  about 
 taking  time  with  students  so  that  they  recognise  the  prejudice  and  helping  them  to  see  the  implications 
 of this. The focus is on deconstructing the views. 

 3)  It  is  important  to  consider  why  some  young  people  are  susceptible  to  hate  views  shared  on  social 
 media.  Sometimes  it  is  because  of  a  need  to  feel  a  connection  to  something  (even  though  that 
 ‘something’  is  harmful).  This  is  when  it  is  important  to  ensure  that  young  people  feel  valued  and  part  of 
 a  supportive  community  which  is  built  on  non-prejudicial  values  and  a  commitment  to  look  out  for  one 
 another. 

 At  school,  mobile  phones  are  banned  so  it  is  likely  that,  if  young  people  are  accessing  harmful  content,  they  are 
 doing  so  at  home.  The  Charlie  Waller  Trust  offers  advice  for  parents  on  this  issue.  They  note:  ‘ 	many		teenagers	
	are	 	vulnerable:	 	they	 	may	 	be	 	struggling	 	with	 	feelings	 	of	 	isolation,	 	may	 	have	 	had	 	to	 	deal	 	with	 	dif�icult	 	family	
	situations,		or		may		have		experienced		trauma		in		some		form.		The		online		world		can		provide		a		much-needed		outlet		for	
	teens;		a		safe		place		to		turn		to		others		for		support		and		encouragement,		and		to		share		experiences.		But		it		needs		to		be	
	overseen.	 	Through	 	open	 	conversation	 	and	 	working	 	together	 	with	 	our	 	young	 	people,	 	we	 	can	 	set	 	comfortable	
	boundaries	 	and	 	build	 	digitally	 	healthy	 	households.	 ’  They  provide  a  list  of  10  top  tips  for  digitally  healthy 
 households  ,  which  includes:  ‘Stay  alert  for  any  signs  of  inappropriate  use  of  the  digital  world’;  ‘Switch  devices 
 off at night and half an hour before bedtime’; ‘ Work out some rules together…’ 

 If  you  are  concerned  about  things  your  child  is  accessing  on  their  devices,  if  you  feel  they  are  being  encouraged 
 towards  viewpoints  that  are  discriminatory,  please  let  us  know.  The  �irst  point  of  contact  should  always  be  the 
 form tutor. As with any aspect of development, the key is the school/home partnership. 

	Rea	Mitchell	
	Headteacher	

	Follow	us	on:	 	rmaysschool	 	rmays_school	 	rmays_school	
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	INFORMATION	
 ●  Extra Curricular Clubs/Activities 	Spring	Term	2023	 ;  click  here  to see the schedule 
 ●  A reminder about booking ‘Headteacher Open Door Surgery’ appointments; click  here  for information. 
 ●  RMS New Uniform Supplier - Visit the  School-Shop  website 
 ●  Year 11 - PPETs 2 Timetable - Please click  here  or visit the  Exams page  of our website 

	LIBRARY	UPDATE	
 Please  click  here  for  an  update  on  the  enrichment  reading  lists,  upcoming 
 Library events and the Libra Extra Curricular Clubs. 
	Mrs	Bennett,	Library	Manager	

	TEACHER’S	PET	
 Each  week  we  will  be  showing  you  a  pet  belonging  to  a  Teacher  or  Staff 
 member  at  Robert  May’s  School  with  a  clue  as  to  who  they  might  belong  to.  - 
 Answers will be in the following week’s bulletin. 
	This		week's		clue:		With		a		name		like		Sir		Raf�ington,		he		must		surely		be		the	
	Head	of	the	household?!	

	LOST	PROPERTY	UPDATE	
 Don’t  forget  to  check  our  website  if  your  child  has  lost  anything  that  wasn’t 
 named.  The  list  of  unnamed  items  can  be  found  via  the  link  under  the  Parents’  menu  on  our  website  or  here  . 
 Please keep checking as there are often delays in items reaching us. 

 In  order  for  us  to  be  able  to  return  lost  items  please  make  sure  student  names  are  clear  and  easy  to  �ind  on 
 anything brought into school. 

	YEAR	11	GEOGRAPHY	FIELD	TRIP	
 A  letter  was  sent  last  Friday,  to  all  parents/carers  of  Year  11  GCSE  GEography  students,  regarding  a  �ield  trip  to 
 Winchester  at  the  beginning  of  next  month.  If  your  child  studies  this  subject  and  you  have  not  already  provided 
 consent  for  them  to  participate,  or  paid  your  voluntary  contribution,  please  do  so  by 	9.0am		on		Monday		16th	
	January	 . Click  here  to read the letter, consents should be given via Edulink One, in the Forms area. 

	Geography	Department	

	IMPORTANT	-	SCHOOL	MESSAGES	
 After  this  week’s  power  failure,  you  might  �ind  it  useful  to  know  that  you  can 
 get  school  noti�ications  immediately  on  your  phone,  via  EduLink  One. 
 Communications  that  are  emailed  out  also  appear  in  your  Edulink  One 
 messages  inbox  and  if  you  download  the  app  and  set  up  noti�ications  for 
 EduLink  One  you  will  get  a  pop  up  message,  in  a  similar  way  to  text  and 
 WhatsApp messages. 
 When  we  have  incidents  like  Wednesday’s  school  closure,  email  messages  take 
 a  while  to  get  delivered,  the  EduLink  One  message  will  be  delivered  to  your 
 app far more quickly. 
 You should be able to click on the noti�ication to go straight to your message. 

	OPERATING	THEATRE	LIVE	-	SCIENCE	EVENT	
 Last week, we hosted an ‘Operating Theatre Live’ event, click  here  for the news article on our website! 
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	PE	
 Please  �ind  the  sports  �ixtures  for  w/c  16th  Jan,  along  with  recent  �ixture  results  and  Player  of  the  Match;  click 
 here  . For the current  PE Clubs list, please click  here  . 
	Mrs	Dovey	

	PARENT	TEACHER	FRIENDS’	ASSOCIATION	(PTFA)	
 Please  click  here  to  �ind  out  how  you  can  support  your  PTFA.  There  are  many  ways  you  can 
 support  either  by  helping  in  person  (either  with  the  uniform  or  more  general  event  fundraising) 
 or by shopping e.g. Robert May’s PTFA is listed as a charity with Amazon Smile. 
 Please  follow  this  link  Amazon  Smile  -  Robert  May's  School  ,  select  us  as  your  chosen  charity,  and  then  when  you 
 shop online through Amazon Smile a commission donation will be made automatically.  There is no cost to you. 

	SAFEGUARDING	
 This  week  we  are  choosing  to  share  with  you  some  guidance  released  by  the  NSPCC  around  the  risks  involved 
 with the Metaverse and Virtual Reality (VR) headsets. Below are links to the relevant parts of their website: 
 What is the Metaverse? 
 How to keep young people safe with VR headsets 
 There  is  a  wealth  of  online  guidance  and  advice  regarding  all  aspects  of  online  safety  on  National  Online  Safety, 
 which Robert May's School subscribes to. Please click  HERE  to sign up for free to access the materials. 
	Safeguarding	Team	

	NHS	ASSEMBLY	WITH	MARTHA	KNAPMAN	
 On  Friday  13th  January  2023  we  welcomed  Martha  Knapman,  NHS,  to  talk  to 
 the  Year  11  students  about  the  different  careers  available  in  the  NHS.  At  the 
 end  of  the  session,  two  volunteers  came  up  to  the  front  to  be  dressed  in  the 
 type of protective clothing that is used. 
 Martha  has  kindly  agreed  to  run  a  classroom  session  for  students  who  would 
 like  to  know  more  about  this  sector.  Students  will  be  asked  to  sign  up  to  the 
 sessions which are on Tuesday 24th January. 

	MENTAL	HEALTH	AND	WELLBEING	
 We  work  very  closely  with  the  Charlie  Waller  Trust  and  as  well  as  the  resources  signposted  above  in  the  �irst 
 section  of  this  bulletin  they  also  have  a  variety  of  other  resources  for  parents  and  carers  on  a  variety  of  topics. 
 Please �ind the link  here  to access these resources. 

	WHITEWATER	HEALTH	-	PATIENT	PARTICIPATION	GROUP	
 Please  click  here  to  see  the  February  Update  2023  Whitewater  Health  Newsletter,  which  also  includes  some  NHS 
 information on Strep A and Scarlet Fever. 

	HOLY	RIDICULOUS	-	RED	RIDING	HOOD	&	THE	THREE	LITTLE	PIGS	
 Holy  Ridiculous  is  putting  on  another  fantastic  show  to  kick  off  2023,  featuring  one  of  our  RMS 
 students!  Red  Riding  Hood  &  The  Three  Little  Pigs  is  on  at  Mayhill  School,  Odiham,  on  Saturday 
 28th January and Saturday 4th February. Click  here  for ticket information 
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