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Welcome to Issue 2 of the Robert
May’s SEND & Inclusion Newsletter

At Robert May’s School we recognise that
students in our educational care have a
range of needs and requirements. It is
always our aim and intention to support any
student with an additional or specific special
need or disability in our inclusive setting.

As a mainstream, non-selective secondary
school we acknowledge that all our students
have their individual needs, and we
endeavour to meet those needs through our
wide, broad and balanced curriculum, as well
as through our extensive extra-curricular
offering which encourages inclusivity and
participation in school life.

For those students
with an identified
Special
Educational Need
and / or Disability,
we will look at
how our Learning Support Department can
support the High Quality Teaching to help
each student access their learning

SUPPORTING SPECIAL
EDUCATIONAL NEEDS

Every piece of research you look at into
improving the outcome of students with
SEND state the number one priority
should be ‘High Quality Teaching’:

‘It is tempting to talk about the challenge of
SEND as a specific and distinct issue. Yet, far
from creating new programmes, the evidence
tells us that teachers should instead prioritise
familiar but powerful strategies, like

scaffolding and explicit instruction, to support
their students with SEND (EEF, 2021).

Although strategies for supporting students
with SEND is not a ‘one size fits all’ approach,
there are certain things every teacher looks
to be doing in their daily practice to ensure
the needs of all are being effectively
addressed. High Quality Teaching (sometimes
referred to as Quality First Teaching) is a
style of teaching that emphasises high
quality, inclusive teaching for all students in a
class. High Quality Teaching includes
adaptive learning, strategies to support SEN
pupils’ learning in class, on-going formative
assessment and many others.

High Quality Teaching has existed in one form
or another since 2010. Though the minutiae
of what it involves has changed over time,
some core principles have remained
consistent – personalising learning to the
individual needs of pupils, encouraging
greater inclusion of students with SEN needs,
and working to narrow the attainment gap.

How do we support students with
Additional and/or Special
Educational Needs/Disabilities?

As identified in the previous newsletter we
have a range of strategies to help support our
students with their needs. These include:

● Creating a positive and supportive
environment for all students, Without
exception.

● Building an ongoing, holistic
understanding of students and their
needs.

● Continual evaluation.
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● Ensuring all students have access to High
Quality Teaching.

It is important to note that students on the
SEND Register will not always have LSA
support in class or through small group
work; it has been identified through
extensive research that the best means of
supporting students with their learning
needs is in the classroom, through High
Quality Teaching.

Those students who the Local Authority feel
are best placed in our Resource Provision will
have their needs addressed through
mainstream lessons and some intervention in
the Provision as outlined in the EHCP.

We do provide other means of support for all
students.

These include:

● Use of the HUBL area at break & lunch
time.

● Use of the library at lunch/break and after
school to access Prep/homework.

● Access to the form tutor twice a day for
students to discuss concerns.

WORKING IN PARTNERSHIP

We wish to work closely and collaboratively
with parents and students, and would urge
that if you have a concern about meeting the
need of a student, that you contact the Form
Tutor in the first instance or the Head of Year
who can support you in planning what to do
next.

WHAT CAN I
DO AT

HOME?

Supporting a
child at home
and working in
partnership with the school is so important
to enabling the student to be academically
successful as well as improving and
supporting mental health and well-being.

Many of the tips we can offer will be things
already occurring but a reminder can be
helpful. We suggest:

➔ Create and establish a clear routine –
what time will we get up? Make
breakfast? Shower etc – but carry this
through to after school – will the child
come in, have a snack, read and then do
homework or will they start on
homework, for example?

➔ Have a specific working space for
homework and preparation – it might be
the child’s room, the dining room or a
space in the living room – but the student
would benefit from their own place.

➔ Discuss the day with the child and find out
what has gone well.

➔ Be familiar with which teachers the child
has on their timetable – working in
partnership with the school is essential, be
that parents’ evenings, information
evenings or annuals reviews. Contacting
the child’s Tutor/HOY with a general
concern or specific subject teachers with a
concern about work will enable quick and
clear support for students.
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➔ Help build resilience by reassuring a
student that ‘getting a task wrong’ is OK
and normal – we learn from mistakes!

➔ Be aware of what is going on on Social
Media – this is arguably the biggest form
of stress in a young person’s life and is
something very hard for schools to work
with!

EDUCATIONAL HEALTH CARE PLANS

An Educational Healthcare Plan (EHCP) is a
legal document that sets out the education,
healthcare and social needs of a child or a
young person who requires extra support in
school beyond what the school can provide.
Previously this was known as a "Statement of
Special Educational Needs".

At Robert May’s, students with an EHCP will
usually receive extra support in school
through internal interventions, classroom
support and a supported learning space
called the HUBL (though not necessarily
full-time). These children will have outside
agencies involved in their support, such as
SEN teachers, behavioural experts or
physiotherapists, as outlined in the EHCP.

How Can a Parent Apply for an EHCP?

The new SEND Code of Practice (2014)
emphasises that parents are central to the
process of helping their child to thrive and to
succeed at school. The parents and the
teachers are all on the same side, and they
work together to support the child.

The process for applying for an EHCP
varies according to the LA but has some
general requirements:

● You, as the parent, will initially be asked
to request an EHC needs assessment
(EHCna) to see if your child’s needs can

currently be met under their current
school’s SEN provision or whether an
EHCP is necessary. Note that not all
needs assessments will result in the
provision of an EHCP.

● At Robert May’s, we ask parents to use
the Hampshire Hub to start the process.
The school will then contribute all
evidence they have to support the
application. This gives the LA a really
clear history of need- the more
information the better!

● To qualify for an EHCP assessment, you
must supply evidence of your child’s
academic attainment and rate of
progress, and you must provide
information about the nature, extent and
context of their needs.

The LA must respond to your request for an
assessment within six weeks, so please keep
a note of the date you submit your request.

MENTAL HEALTH

"Mental health…is not a
destination, but a process.

It’s about how you drive, not
where you’re going."

Noam Shpancer, PhD
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