
 

A Community Seeking Excellence for All 
  

Excellence: every person, every day 
 
 
March 2022 
         
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
School funding:  
 
The current context: 
You may be aware that the funding that schools receive from central government has not kept pace with 
rises in expenditure. Employment costs and operating costs have risen considerably.  Although the 
government has made progress to improve school funding, there is now a backlog of several years of 
cash starvation to schools.  Budgets are now uncomfortably tight.   
 
How we have made the budget work: 
In order to make sure that rising costs have not impacted negatively upon our students’ learning 
experience, we spent the last five years restructuring sections of the school’s staffing to drive costs 
down. We have been successful, so far.  Constrained budgets over many years has meant that spending 
on digital/IT equipment and buildings, for example,  has been reduced significantly. We used money 
from the school’s reserves to install equipment to enable our teachers to live stream all their lessons 
during the pandemic. We have also started up a buy-your-own device for new students, so that the 
school’s own stock of laptops and netbooks can be upgraded or repurposed. 
 
How we raise other funds at the moment:  
We have an associated charitable body, the RMS Parent/Teacher/Friends Association  (RMSPTFA) 
which works to raise funds for the school.  A number of  kind and thoughtful former and current families 
regularly donate to the school through standing orders.  We receive a small annual donation from a 
branch of the Odiham Consolidated Charities. Wonderful though it is to have such organisations give 
funds for the benefit of all students in the school, put together, the annual income from these generous 
grants would not stretch to cover the salary of a newly qualified teacher. We are able to hire out our 
facilities, such as the Astroturf and the new MUGA and we have income from these lettings. But lettings 
also generate overheads in terms of staff time and utility bills. 
 
Our wish list: 

1. We would like to afford more trained staff to deal with the rising incidences of student mental 
health issues. 

2. We would love to plan and implement a rolling programme of digital equipment installations, 
updates, upgrades and replacements to enhance the teaching and learning here.  

3. We wish to improve the grounds and sports facilities so that students are able to use the best 
possible equipment.   

4. We feel it is only right to provide a financial safety net to cover sporting events, study visits and 
trips, so that when families who are unable to afford them would like help towards the costs (but 
are afraid to ask) we can help. 

How you can help: 
You can… 

 Pay a sum regularly to Robert May’s School (you can use the standing order form attached or set 
up a standing order via your mobile banking app but please remember to send us the Gift Aid 
declaration). 

 Send a cheque, payable to Robert May’s School, to the Finance Dept and include the gift aid form. 
 
Thank you for considering this and for deciding to put our young people’s educational future first. 
Rea Mitchell 
Headteacher 
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ROBERT MAY’S SCHOOL FUND 

GIFT AID DECLARATION 

  

Boost your donation by 25p of Gift Aid for every £1 you donate 
Gift Aid is reclaimed by the School from the tax you pay for the current tax year. Your address is needed 

to identify you as a current UK taxpayer. 
  

 

Please tick one of the following: 

□  I wish to Gift Aid my donation of £______________ and any donations I make in the future or have made in 

the past 4 years to Robert May’s School. 
 

□  I am a UK taxpayer and understand that if I pay less Income Tax and/or Capital Gains Tax than the 

amount of Gift Aid claimed on all my donations in that tax year it is my responsibility to pay any 
difference. I have read the notes overleaf.  This declaration is valid until I notify you otherwise. 
 

□  I am not a UK taxpayer. 

 

My Details (please print) 
 

Title:   …………………  
 

Donor’s Name: ……………………………………………………………………………………… 
 

Student’s Name: ……………………………………………………………………………………… 
 

Address:  ……………………………………………………………………………………… 
 

                         …………………………………………………………………………………….. 
 

Postcode:  …………………………. 
 

Date:   ………………………….. 
 

  

Please return the form to: Finance Department, Robert May’s School 
  

 

Robert May’s School is an exempt charity limited by guarantee registered in England & 
Wales.  Company Number: 7875747 

 

 

 



 

 

ROBERT MAY’S SCHOOL 

 

GIFT AID DONATIONS 

 

 

Notes 
 

 

 

 

1. You can cancel this declaration at any time by notifying your bank, as this is a voluntary 
donation to the school. 

 

 

2. If you have opted to pay by instalments and your son / daughter leaves the school and 
you wish to cancel further payments, you should advise your bank directly to cancel the 
standing order instruction.  The school does not have the authority to cancel the standing 
order payments on your account.  Please advise the school in writing of your intention to 
cancel payments. 
 

 

3. To enable us to reclaim tax on your donations, you must pay an amount of income tax 
and / or capital gains tax at least equal to the tax that the school reclaims on your donations in 
the tax year (currently 25p for each £1 you give).  Council tax and VAT do not count. 
 

 

4. If in the future your circumstances change and you no longer pay tax on your income 
and capital gains equal to the tax that the school reclaims, you can cancel your declaration 
(see note 1). 
 

 

5. If you pay tax at the higher rate you can claim further tax relief in your Self-Assessment 
tax return. 
 

 

6. Please notify the school if you change your name or address. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

   BANKERS ORDER 

 

To Manager of:  ………………………………………………………….………..  (Bank name) 
 

Branch: ……………………………………………….. Sort Code: ……….. - ……….. - ………... 
 

Bank Address:  ………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 

………………………………………………………………   Post Code:  …………………………. 
 

Please pay the sum of:  £ …………………………. 
 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………. (Sum in words) 
 

on ……………………….. (Date of first payment) and thereafter, the sum of £ …………………  
 

annual / monthly instalments until the final instalment on ……………………………….. 
 

 

 

To: Lloyds Bank  Sort Code:  30-96-11 

 North End Branch Account No:  29977468   

 PO Box 1000  Account Name: Robert May’s School 
 BX1 1LT 

 

Debit my current account no: ……………………………………………………………. 
 

In the name of:   ……………………………………………………………. 
 

Name in capitals:   ……………………………………………………………. 
 

Signature:    …………………………………………………………… 
 

Date:     …………………………………………………………… 

   
 

 


