
A Community Seeking Excellence for All 
 

Excellence: every person, every day 
 

25th May 2022 
 
All Parents/Carers 
 
Dear Parent/Carer, 
 
You may remember that earlier this academic year the school ran a consultation to 
change the length of the school day and we are writing to you to outline the outcome 
of this consultation.  
 
We are now in the very final stages of negotiations with Hampshire Transport and, 
at the time of writing, have an agreement that the school day at Robert May’s School 
will be extended as planned. 
 
Since this consultation took place, we have received a position statement from the 
Secretary of State for Education in the recently published White Paper: 
 
“We will therefore introduce a minimum expectation on the length of the school week 
of 32.5 hours (the current average) for all mainstream state-funded schools.” 
 
We wrote to parents/carers, staff and linked schools as part of the consultation and 
the feedback demonstrated that the majority of stakeholders agreed with our plans 
to move to a 32.5 hour week. Over the past few months, we have used the weekly 
Parent Bulletin to address some of the questions that arose from the consultation. 
From September 2022, the school day will look as follows: 
 

8.25 Ready to Learn 

8.40 Period 1 

9.30 Period 2  

10.20 Break 

10.40 Period 3 

11.30 Period 4  

12.20 Lunch / Robert May’s Programme / Movement Time 

1.15 Period 5 

2.05 Period 6 

2.50 End of lessons for Key Stage 3 

2.55 End of lessons for Key Stage 4 

3.00 - 3.30 Early buses depart  

3.00 Period 7 (extracurricular club) 

4.00 - 4.30 Late buses depart 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1063602/Opportunity_for_all_strong_schools_with_great_teachers_for_your_child__print_version_.pdf


 
As you can see, by extending the school day by 30 minutes, we are able to move to 
50 minute lesson lengths (apart from period 6 with Key Stage 3 which needs to be 
shorter to allow us to manage bus departures smoothly). We will continue to be 
splitting lunch time as this has significantly improved the lunch time experience for 
the students and has been positively received by the children who report a calmer 
lunchtime, less queues for food and more space on the courts to play games. The 
morning ‘Ready to Learn’ will continue as this has resulted in students having a 
more focused start to the day. The Robert May’s Programme will also continue and 
we will be looking at evaluating the programme, taking into account feedback from 
the students, and adapting schemes of work accordingly. 
 
You will also notice that the extracurricular programme is now termed ‘Period 7’; 
this is to reflect our view on the importance of extracurricular activities. Period 7 
will not be compulsory but we will incentivise attendance. Parents/Carers will 
receive more information on this in due course. The Resourced Provision will 
continue to offer a prep (homework) session at the end of the day and renegotiate 
taxi departure times for these children.  
 
We are aware that some parents/carers were concerned about this later time due 
to the fact that some students have an early start and long journey at the end of the 
day. The school recognises that 44% of schools have a longer day than the new 
timings but that there is a rationale for Robert May’s School students having a 6.5 
hour day due to its rural catchment. The school does not believe that extending the 
day by 30 minutes will cause significant change in terms of darkness - even in mid-
winter. We will always provide 24 hours notice for any student given an after-
school detention. Although this is not something that the school is statutorily 
obliged to do, we recognise that our rural catchment means that families need 
notice to make arrangements. 
 
Finally, there were some concerns about extra traffic in the village as a result of our 
later finish. The school has worked closely with Hampshire Transport on these 
plans and our changes will not significantly affect traffic levels. Further, as the 
majority of our students leave on buses rather than in individual cars, traffic from 
Robert May’s is lower than you would typically expect from schools.  
 
We want to take this opportunity to thank those who shared their views during the 
consultation.  
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 

 
 

Rea Mitchell    Anna Rigby 
Headteacher    Chair of Trustees 

 


